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 1 The speaker pro tem of the house of representatives acts as the presiding officer of that body in the absence of the speaker .
 2 Elected speaker of the house of representatives January 8, 1840 .
 3 Elected speaker of the house of representatives January 6, 1841 .
 4 Elected speaker pro tem April 3, 1841 .
 5 Elected February 12, 1849, to preside in speaker’s three-day absence .
 6 The Apportionment and Districting Plan of 1964 changed the method of naming legislative districts by counties to a numbering 

system . Under the previous system, the county was the basis for the district name, and each county, if qualified, had numbered 
districts within its borders . See Constitution of 1835, art . 4, secs . 3, 4; Constitution of 1850, art . 4, secs . 3, 4; Constitution of 
1963, art . 4, sec . 3 .

 7 Resigned from the house of representatives January 17, 1992 .
 8 Elected co-speaker pro tem January 13, 1993 . Pursuant to the Standing Rules of the House of Representatives and the 

Democratic/ Republican Leadership Agreement re Organization of the Michigan House of Representatives, both ratified by 
resolutions adopted January 13, 1993, Democratic and Republican co-speakers pro tem were elected by the house of 
representatives and authorized to preside during alternating months . See 1993 Journal of the House (No . 1, January 13, 1993) .

 9 Elected speaker pro tempore January 11, 1995 .

CLERKS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
1835-20151

 Session  Session
 Years Name and Address Years Name and Address

1835-1836 George R . Griswold, Detroit 1903-1907 Charles S . Pierce,2 Oscoda
1837 Anthony Ten Eyck, Detroit 1907-1912 Paul H . King,3 Lansing
1838 Jed P . C . Emmons, Detroit 1912-1927 Charles S . Pierce, Lansing
1839 Elijah J . Roberts, Detroit 1929-1936 Myles F . Gray, Lansing
1840-1841 Mark Howard, Ann Arbor 1937-1938 T . Thomas Thatcher, Ravenna
1841-1843 Elijah J . Roberts, Detroit 1939-1944 Myles F . Gray, Lansing
1844 Augustine W . Hovey, Pontiac 1945-1965 Norman E . Philleo,4 Lansing
1845 Ezra Williams 1966-1980 T . Thomas Thatcher, Lansing
1846-1849 Augustine W . Hovey, Pontiac 1981-1983 Thomas S . Husband,5 East Lansing
1850-1853 Daniel P . Bushnell, Detroit 1983-1984 William A . Ryan, Detroit
1855 Henry Barns, Detroit 1985-1994 David H . Evans,6 Haslett
1857-1859 Charles V . DeLand, Jackson 1993-1996 Melvin DeStigter,6,7 Hudsonville
1861-1863 Edward W . Barber, Charlotte 1997-1998 Mary Kay Scullion, Lansing
1864-1872 Nelson B . Jones, Lansing 1999-2006 Gary L . Randall, Elwell
1873-1889 Daniel L . Crossman, Williamston 2007-2010 Richard J . Brown, Bessemer
1891-1892 Lyman A . Brant, Detroit 2011- Gary L . Randall, Elwell
1893-1901 Lewis M . Miller, Lansing

1 The office of clerk of the house of representatives is an elective position, by members of the house, in each odd-numbered 
year in which the legislature meets . The powers and duties of the post are established by the adopted rules of the house of 
representatives, which govern the day-to-day operations of that body .

2 Resigned October 7, 1907; succeeded by Paul H . King .
3 Resigned February 26, 1912; succeeded by Charles S . Pierce .
4 Resigned January 1, 1966; succeeded by T . Thomas Thatcher .
5 Resigned May 2, 1983; succeeded by William A . Ryan .
6 Elected co-clerk of the house January 13, 1993 . Pursuant to the Standing Rules of the House of Representatives and the 
Democratic/ Republican Leadership Agreement re Organization of the Michigan House of Representatives, both ratified by 
resolutions adopted January 13, 1993, Democratic and Republican co-clerks of the house were elected by the house of 
representatives and authorized to act during the periods prescribed in the agreement and the rules . See 1993 Journal of the 
House (No . 1, January 13, 1993) .

7 Elected clerk of the house January 11, 1995 .
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